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Born fo Run ... and Along for the Ridel
uo Narth
Willicerm A Huffrmson
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Wing-Blown Winfar
Rena-Marns Rockwall
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Fael This Dining Experence Thats Different
Daran H. Libby

Contradance Finds a Foothold
Stepping Out in New Hampshire
Catharine Schilinger

Communlity Theater
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Camie Soula

Staying In the Monadnock Region
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Anna L Fscher

The Common Man Inn

Uincomman Hospitalty for Everymon
kate Bergouist

Hidden Hooksett
Hewving it Al
Kathiean D. Boiley
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Laura M, Russo
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Find yoursalf i the footights Inany
ane of NHS mony communfty
theatra groups.  Last  year's
Papermill Thedate production of
A2t Strisel wis o hilt with NH fans.
See page 30
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From the Inside Out

|
| New Hampshire ToDo

Tt lights are dimmed, the music comes
| up, theé curiain rises, and there you are . on
| stage in the thenter. Mo wail, thal's nof yoo
(on sge &b oall You are in the back

corrtrodling the lights Or & that you in the
| aadience? You could be in any of thes

places—hecunse this i commumity theatre,
where the talent 15 hot bt production sauff
can be hotter,

Mew Hampshire his over 70 theatre
growps and overy ane of them is looking for
vou! Can't mct, Rinjg, or dunee your wiy oul
off in empry rommT Not Io worry, community
theatre i more than jus scting wient, If you
cun fift & paint brush, speak on o phone, o
sit i the sudbence there 9 o place For pou. |
eon di the sudicace thing ... coant me il

Betty Thomeon, who sarted ool in
professional thestre in the 194k i New
York City and now has “redired™ 1o
directing and chorsographing commaunity
progps in Mew Hampshire, belboves that
many of the local communily productions
arc beter than tme offered in Boston or
New York. Her point is that theatre does
nee needd 10 b profossional do be good, And
while scling lalenl s important, production
support can be cvon more mportang.

Dk finitizms
Firsa the basics abwut theator and that is of
coimse, spelling! According o some, (hers
re v leghtimite speliings for the word
theater, They bolieve the spelling “ihester”
| refers to a milding or siage on wivich the

30

performance takes place while the Britsh
“theatre”™ spelling s used when referng o
& porforming proups, Well, oot all venoes and
mroupes scribe W those poidelines, so you
will see # speled varims ways i this sriicle.
Fome venses uae the “theatre™ apelling

The Winning Recipe
The ingredients that make conimunity the
ntrg work mclude nn ofganization; scting
tilont; production and support saff, o place
1y perform; and, of course, i iudience

There wre no shoricuts to any .Ln’u.:r cwrfh_‘qmrg -Bﬂu-r_!p Silly

| Fcomunmi MBeaTn:

Lit Up Like a StapssAre You?

By Carole Sonl

Dhgamization:

Some organizationg are “professsonal”
ollers are "amalewr,” and sone &re § M
While s professions]l group Heke (e
Papermill Players in Lincoln might hire
aclors, they aklio recrnl local won-peid
talent mnd rely on  volunieers  lor
production-support.  This  combinntion
provides an opgporiunity for amnieur o
learn fioin professoonals,

Some  proops  focus

on  chilidren's

theatre, providing children and tecns




performunce, mstruction, and  artistic
development  opportunities. Others are
based i high schools, some produce
musicals, while others perform straight
playsn. Mo matier what the focas of the
Eroep, they all rely on comamienity sapport
and exml for the love of theatre

1 Takes o Commanity
These growps probably woald wol axis
withoul commuanity mvoheement. Katya
Kaizer, development direstios for the Morih
Country Center for the Afs rocounts,
“Recently the The Papermill Playhouss [a
professmal proup that produces musicals |
Wik preparing for » performance. The play
opening dute was approsching bat the sciy
und costumes were sl ready. Calls were
mmde b the eommumnity and within howrs
epough  volunteers  arrived 1o finiah
ihe work.”

e mvighit jurst e the rursil natsre of Mew
Humphire that attrects snad supports 5o
many iheaire groups. The Hamgpsizad
Mayers based in Pittsficld moke thseir own
sets and are one of the lrgest cosume
suppliers in the sren CED Gordon Prosian
rehies on the community to Ielp prodiuce
sets nnd costumses, 1l swords or shickds are
needsd for o pliy, | cafl a bocal bincksmith 1o
make iher. Thero are no blackumiths in
Mow York City” Gondons telks me

Tinheei

Thleit i pot just the “lead neeor
or actrés”—suppoetiog talert i
just a5 importast. A pood
Suppewiing actor perforim cven
when nol speaking. For exnmple,
during u fight. everyone on stage
han 0 be mvolved o make the
seene hehevahle

While some people  are
natrally talentecd, the rest of o
needd  irpining.  Most  thesire
gronsps provide workehops for afl
agek, from children 0 seniom
But if you sre like me and
footlights are not i your fubisre,
there i still an mportant place
for you in theenire

Produciion Suppor
Ever wonder who hes anmnged
the misilc or s managing The
liphting effecis? That would be
prosluction suppord,  which
inclades Hghting, soumsd, painting,
sl builders, technician, and cos-
lume designers. Any one of these
support lunctions can belp moke
a show @ hupe mccess, “When
people sec a play, they very ofico
remambet what they saw lomg
aller they forpel what they
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